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forward of that position we

make slides prior to moving

all of these positions were

would need another table set up to draw blood and

the patients to x-ray (please see diagram). Since

on the exposed well deck, I inquired about the

canvas cover for this entire area - that we had all discussed in San Diego

prior to the initial negotiations. I was assured by C.O. that this was “no

sweat” “we’ll rig them when we get to the islands”, I accepted his assurance.

I then inquired about the barges. I was informed that C.G. 8nd H.B. knew

that the barges were= Kwajalein - but they hadn’t looked for them, At this

time I was informed that if I wanted to “insist” on using the barges that

there would be “at least a two week delay”. I asked them what the expected

sailing date was - without the barges - I was informed that the earliest date

would “beFebruary 2nd - nine days late. Since our physician consultants were

on their way - scheduled to arrive on Kwajalein on January 31st, I informed

Lhem L“naLwe couian:~ expecv to “noiaz’neLearnlor cweive says ana cnaz we

should proceed on the 2nd. I also informed H.B. that I was very disappointed

that the barging concept had failed to materialize. I reminded ‘himthat when

Wayne Munk, H.B., and I were in San Diego during the initial review of the

ship, that I felt the ship was *’marginal”but that the barging concept swung

the balance in favor of U.S. Oceanography. I asked H.B. who had made the do-

~..=~oyi~,e+uto do the roqui~e”dnscH.ficztiGnsin HOI?OIUIUto .wpl~crtthe ba?gesc—.—

H.B, said

indicated

for about

“that was my decision -

to him that I was aware

twe~t.y-fourdays before

if you don’t like it,.I am responsible”. I

that the ship had been in port.,in Honolulu,

leaving for Kwajalein. During this period

of til~e,I passed through Honolulu - on my way to Majaro, In fact, I met

with H.5, and Bill Stanley in the DE office for a meeting - ar.dwas never

informed o.fthis

“critical items”

;j[Jj

very important

installed were

~jj~l

change in plans. While in port, among the

a very large automatic ice machine and a gas
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barbecue grill. I indicated to H.B. that I “didn’t like” the work priorities

on the ship - prior to its arrival on Kwajalein. From that point on, connuuni-

cations between H.B. and myself were strained at best. It seemed to me, as

well as a rnunberof other observers on Kwajalein, that H.B. had become, in

essence, a member of C.O.’S crew. His role, as I understood it initially,

was to serve as sn ‘impartialmediator and liason for the BNL/U.S. Gxxmogmphy

trip.

In fact, on February lst, the night beforewe sailed, (C,O.) had a party

for his ~i*e~and their families at the Yokwe Yuk Club - H.B. sat at his left

hand. Tr,eparty was loud and boisterous. C,O. frequently used profane lan-

guage and both H.B. and C.C. were heard to make some “very disparaging and

vicious personal remarks about you (Dr. Pratt)” - during the meal, These re-

marks were overheard by Mr. and I$rs.Frank Cataldo, sitting at the next table.

On the way out of the dining room, the Catalc?o’sstopped by to xnlorm me oi

the situatio]i= ‘lhefollowing day several other friends on the island in-

formed me that C.0, had made himself - and unfortunately some of his c?ew -

persona-non-grata on Kwajalein - by their actions,

Sho~tly before we wore to sail, R. DeB.nxm,our outer island pilot, was

“taken ill”, H.B. Wnenwent directly to Paul LaPointe and indicatedhe (H.B,)

was going to request Paul’s services

go, I wco.ldsuggest D3E contact Mr.

what made him take this action. The
.,

island pilot.

for the trip, Mr. LaPointe refused to

LaPointe directly”to ascertain exactly

ship therefore sailed without an outer

During the fourteen days the medical team was aboard, a nmmber of serious

problems arose, I attempted to discuss these problem either w~th H,B. alcne,

or with H.B. and C.O. together (they

I have categorized the problems

j~$~;-;j~

were together much of the time).

in the following areast
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1. Charter-Contract
2. Ship-Safety
3. Crew
4, lXIE/PASlLiason
~. Medical Team Problems

i. Charter-Contract .

A. I have discussed at some length the problem with the lack of

“walk on capability” offered by U.S. Oceanography in their proposal (enclosure

I). H.E., Coo, and I discussed an altez*nativemethod of patient transfer via

the Ix3XBoston Whalers. (The ship had failed t+ bring their two whalers -

lis:ed as ship’s equipment in their proposal.) The IDE Whalers, I had been

informed by the Ghbal marine department, were in “bad shape” yet they were

the only available hats for patient transfer, I indicated that if at anytime

I felt the operation was hazardous, I would stop the transfer - and if necessary

aDorL me map - or move operauons to Vne lsiana - a very poor aicerna~xve,

since one of our prime goals on this survey was chest x-rays. After vigorous

urging, the ship fabricated a “raftto fit under the gangway so that the patier~ts

could sttipfrom the boat to a semi-stable 8x8 platform before they climbei up

the gangway,

the bow, At

E.

On shore the boat was beached and the patients handed in aver

low tids this was a difficult task.

likenwe reached %ngdap - and it began to r%in - I asked rep~at..

~~ for a tarpaulin to protect the patjents and the medical staff - a series

of make-shift,pieces of canvas were rigged but they were barely adequate -

espechlly ti{h the high winds. I repaate~ly asked if they had spare canvas

and a grommet machine ar,dwas told tlneyhad one - but I never saw it used.

The user’s dining area - aft on the O-1 level was completely open. I had “
-,

commented on this in San Diego and was told a series of canvas panels would

be fabricated to protect this area from the wind and rain when we needed it,
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We frequently needed protection during the fourteen days, but no effort was

made to rig protective canvas. (I doubt ifit was available.)

co In San Diego we agreed a waiting bench would be installed in the

forecastle - for patjents waiti~,&to go down to x-ray. The bench was never

installed. I had to repeatedly 2.sIcto move the motorcycle stored there to

make TOOm for the patientso

D, It was a~reed th~t a second shaving mirror would be installed

over t-hesink in the lcb~z-at:)~j’to handle the fourteen men all getting up at

tho same t-he, That niirrorwas never installed as requested.

r ~ u an x-ray pass through box to be installed-* My plans called .o.

in the v’allof tki~ I-5e-ielopingr~ointo facilitate the x-ray procedure. No

space wa5 left fox:the box and we were foresd to put it in a corner - greatly

lirnitin:jits usefulnfissc

~
.0 ‘lheslorage ,spacealloczea Lo Lne mealca”iparty was LoLaiiy ill-

adequat~, .ApPareY’.l.yH,B. Fd f~iled to pass on to C.O. our logistic letter -

givir;~ wne idea. of our stora~e .requirementse As our gear came aboard, C.O.

became IXre and I!JC12”9 a~itated and finally ordered t],eisland food gifts to be

stored t)~npathkh,~~:.?dica~p?.rtyts bun!cs- leaving ~ roon for storage of

the inedj.cslparty’s hs.~ga~e.

Tha ship’s buG&r.we stzted a two ton freezer capacity - yet the

perish~ble fruit for the islands was kept in the medical berthing area and

many Gran[:+s,rotted.
..

?-c ~?:ip-SsT~t~;

A. Thrc’u~’ooutthe entire cruise, no

structic’nwas given ‘oythe ship. We were rwt

organized safety drill or in-
-.

informed where the life vests

were Stoi’cd or how to use the life rafts. (Many of the medical part ywere

505 /53-1
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weak or non-swim.merse)

B, There were no fire extinguishers in the medical party berthing—

area.

c. Egress from the berthing area was through

forward through a high hazard area, i.e. the x-ray and

taining inflammable chemicals and high voltage) - then

one hatch, leading

laboratory areas (con-

up a ladder and aft into

the well deck. A second hatch leading aft went through a cluttered machine

shop, into the battery room with no egress.. There was no outside ventilation

into the berthing area that I could find.

D. The water ti~ht hatch controlling the medical berthing area had

no ~atch. When trying to pass through the hatch in high seas, the heavy hatch

shnm~ violentiy. A piece of cord was finally tied to the hatch to keep it

open.

F Tho -**+kfi-vJv..-----......- h~+h -.-+ .-J .+.-k--..~ Au aL. --:.... L ----u- -~-, -.... r--- ----“--------, -...,..”-------

deck level required climbing over a totally exposed - fore and aft ladder

with ~ safety lines. Since our passage was in heavy weather with severe

rolling and pitching, we could easily have lost one

and never have r~issedthem. (see pictures)

F. From a health standpoint, the berthing

Pratt’s bunk was under tuneair conditioner unit and

of our party over the side

area was inadequate.

throughout the first

llr.

right

he was drenched by ice cold water, two to four ounces about every hour (as the

condensation pan would overflow). In e.ddition,DrO I?icoloffcomplained re-

peatedly abou’Ethe “stagnant air in the berthing compartment”. The medical
\

team was either freezing or too hot.
1

-— ._ -.

3* c?-w#
n.ote: This information is confidential for IX)Eeyes only. Tkiein-
formants state they will be fired if this information gets back to
Kr, otterman,)
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A. Ed Jones, the designated and registered captain of this vessel

and I spent at least thm hours discussing his problems with Mr. Otterman, He

stated he had ‘tn.ever seen a shipboard operation like tms one eeo the crew iS

confused about who is running the ship”. He was registered in Honolulu as the

captain and he stated that C.O. did not have master’s papers - and yas using

his (’EdJones). ‘llneCaptain was used as a deck hand - and frequently addressed

in an insulting manner by C.O. in my presence. On February 19, 1979, I heard

he was ready to leave the ship and ask for a job with Global. In addition, I

._ understand one othiercrew member is about to leave.

L B, After an altercation between H.B., C.O., and myself - C.O. per-

sonally served breakfast to the medical group - very unctuously. The cook

apologized to me after breakfast for C.O.’S

\
“ci~ildish”- I agreed.

L.. un reuruary L<, J$}y, Jonn ana

actions, stating C.O. was acting

hum ilcoioii Lola me me :crew”

was setting “bad vibes” frcm the people of lltirikregarding their treatment

at sick call. I investigated further And discovered that it was C.O. who had

passed this inforr.ationGn to the Nicoloffs. He stated the medical tea??was

getting scme “hvi public relations” ashore from

call. ~ then called H.El.and C.O. together and

such cmments zo make regardizg the opinions of

Bill Gi-ant’sacti~flsat si&

told them that if they had any

the people toward the medical

group - that they were to speak to me directly - not to our consultants first,

H.B. stated at this time he could give mc a written statement that Grant W:S

talcinCgin as~ore to sick call.

D. At Utiri!cthe unloading of a large quantity of food gifts stored

in nold #2 - t}iemedical berthing area - was hand carried by the medical team
-.

(including most of the doctors) - while the ship’s crew watched.

F~, The ship carried a cannon - a close rep~.ca of the old “boarding———
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cannons*’used on old sailing ships to protect the gangway. This cannon was

mounted just forward of the gangway on the Liktanur II.

On February 6, 1979- sornetineafter 2100 - the cannnnwae fired

twice (I understand with ~ pound of black powder). The cannon was loaded with

“toilet paper and tin foil” and was fired “aft”. Since the side the cannon

was on was parallel with the shore - the flash must have been directed toward

some part of the island. I was asleep in hold $2 at the time and didn’t per-

ceive the noise as a cannon shot, On February 7, 1979,the cannon was fired

again ~fter zj~()with the s~e load. H~vever, on this occasion, immediately

following the boom, a seven year old child cried out and”stated he was struck

by a projectile from the cannon, I understand he continued to cry for some

time. Again I was below deck, asleep, and unaware of what was goin~ one The

boy’s father was~v upset that

was informed of this episode the

wtiththis episcc!e,and H.B. said

the IDE ship would injure his son. h%en I

following morning, I confronted H.B. and C.O.

“the boy was lying”, aridbecame very angry

‘oecauseI was questioning him about the matter. He stated he had checked with

the magistrate and there was “no pi+oblem”, I then checked with.t.hemagistrate

(~:ick)and he said to forget it “no harm was done”. I asked to see the boy

and his father to apologize but Nick said that wasn’t necessary - the boy was

his nephew,

F. While the medical team was working aboard ship, H,B. and C.O.

were busy “making friends” ashore, In fact, C.O. ~ssisted in the feeding of
.,

the magistrate’s (Nick’s) infirmed father ashore. During the same period, C,O.

bought up most of the worthwhile handicrafts ashore - before the medical team

could select - and they were left hciththe worst goods. Many fishing balls.,

were given to the ship”s crew - no~ieto the medical team. I think this is a

good time to bring up one of the nest serious problems encountered in the
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entire survey. As you are all aware, the Brookhaven National Laboratory medi-

cal team has had some very difficult times - from a public relations standpoint

in the past. Their medical care has been excellent - but we have encountered

some very bad publlc relations - for a variety of reasons.

medical group that we had two goals - good medical care and

lations. I hoped that pvblic relations would be integrated

I informed our

good public re-

with the ship -

as it has been in the paste However, C.O. - swpported by H.B. - seemed to

set Up a “ship’s public relations” - apart f~*omthe medical team. On one

occasion, I discovered C.C. passing out candy to the clxlldren. We had specific-

ally requestd the team to refrain from givin~ candy ashore due to the severe

medical problems of diahstes and dental caries, I had a meeting with H.B. and

C.O. and H.B. became furious - den:.nd~ that I put the rsquest “in writing”.—.. ...

I did and he now has that docume~lt. I also asked them to check with me before

. . ..-*.4JIy UIWL”QlVU~’3LUJ.J.> W=)c ~=tL~~>;.>~<.. m? .- 1..< .A..B1;.L-:-.1,*.-LA1lGAGSul: WA..:-a L“.GA&k” ..-0..*U”

‘LC.O.mounted his own pu.b’licrelaticns progran, He is a strong entrepreneur -

and his progral was a llliil>.tel’alcne - to the detr-imentof the medical program.

Tinepeople of the islands, I was informed by our lfarshallesenurse~ were very

aware of the conflict between the ship and the medical party and were curious

as to its ca-use, Hov:ever,C.0, was giving g5fts - and the medical group was

essmtially i.wlkt.edand the “good ~Jys” appeared to

H.B.,

This problem VP.Smost prcvalmt on Rongelap

to a limited”’degreeon i.Ttirik.I consider that this

program contributed’tc a decrease in the credibility

be t},eShip”s crew and

but was also present, “

unilateral public relation

and stature of the Brook-

haven TJatiom”.1Laboratory medical greup. I sincerely regret that this situation

Kas allowed to develop and feel it was detrimental to IDE and 3NL.

The ship gave the magistrate an autographed picturo of the ship in
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his harbor inscribed “to our friend Nickodenus from the crew of the Liktanur 11”,

In addition, Nick and some others were given “Egabrag” (garbage - spelled back-

wards) t-shirts - worn by the entire crew - including H.El.. I had previously

been chided by Oscar

“hospital ship”. He

icans made this same

DeBrum that DOE was sending out a “garbage scow” as our

was semi-serious - and several other Marshallese and Amer-

observation.

4. IX)E/PASOLiason

Note: Many, or most of the previous problems involved or were discussed
~ Harry Brown with marginal success, In addition to the previously
mentioned problems with H.B.t

A. He failed to provide towels for the medical team - some towels

were found in the medical supplies but they were in short supply.

B, He failed to pass to C.O. the survey logistic letter - so that.

,. .,mfi ,*WL101AU1lC W+y’lh> cLLLJ.veu V*V*
,. ..-t,

uLalLGJ
. ,. .-

tillu 111tzuAGa4. bweutl A vi” Giiw swAcA~u pLvu-=GIA.

.
C, H.B.’s insistence that I deal onl.jj with him placed a block’between

the ship and the scientific party . As a result, the ship position, at anchor

at Ron8elap and at Utirik was in the best position in the opinion of the

medical party - some of whom have been coming out here for twenty years. In

addition, C.O. asked the Marshallese medical tezumthrough H.!3.to assist him

in piloting the ship into harbor at Rongelap and Utirik, Dr. John Iaman was

not happy with this request but attempted to help.

At Utirik the advice of the Marshallese was ignored and the ship

missed the na~row pass by two }i~nd}:edyards (south). The ship just got over

the reef with four feet to spare. As we approached the reef we sw a

lese bo:.tcoming toward us through the pass. If we had waited thirty

off shore we could have had a pilot. Instead, the ship was placed in

hazard.

Marshal-

minutes

great
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After

boat tied up -

vited aboard -

we crossed the reef, the ship dropped anchor and the Marshallese

astern. Five l!arshallesewere in the boat. They were not in-

a common courtesy - on any ship. Finally, one man was asked

aboard to serve as a pilot across the atoll. I later found out the man at the

tiller of the Marshallese boat was the new magistrate of the island. I found

this a breach of coxmnoncourtesy and very embarrassing.

5, Medical Team Problems-—

A.. H.B. and C.O. were aware of my problems with Dr. Bill Grant and

my attempts to

and spent four

a large amount

solve those probkmsO On the last day at Utirik, I went ashore

hours in sick call, assisted by Dr. John Iaman. We delivered

of drugs and medical equipment and supplies to the health aid -

but when I left at noon - at least twenty patients were still wai.tingo I had

-eueen uliomea oy b,u., Lne prior oay, iinata iarge s~orm was movmg wwara uzlrl~

and he advised leaving a day ahead of our sc’neduleddeparture, I agreed tc

this because we had discovered a pre-eclamptic lady who needed to be evacuated

to Kwajalein as soon as possible - with the least amount of trauma. In light

of the weather forecast I decided to leave early. I am afraid some of the

people thought we were deserting them. In addition, the island had planned

a “going ~w~.y~’party for tuneteam t’n~evening of our departu~e. We attempted

to have a combined B!’%L/Islandparty the evening before departure but the xnagis-

irate had not understood that we were leaving early. C.O. had an expensive weather

facsimile rec~rder in his stateroom and I presumed the forecast was accurate.

The trip back to Kwajalein was relatively smooth. The pre-eclaiiptic

lady delivered her child at sea at 2230 the evening of departure. Her mother

was accompanying her, After the child was delivered, the grandmother took

she became seasick, I then suggested to H.B. that
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since we were running down wind in FLquartering sea, we might alter course to

Roi Namur - which would put us on a course almost dead ahead of the wind and

give the patients a smoother ride. He considered the idea but no change in

course was ordered. The ship followed the longest approach

Pier - estimated to be four hours longer than entry through

routeto Echo

Meek Pass.

Chartpr-Contract
_&.mm2.ry

The prmiovs listing an~ discussions of the p~oblexs, as I saw them, is

s~~b:tiittedto serve as documentation of the problems and hopefully to stimulate

a meeting vhcre these problems can be discussed and preempted in the future.

I have asked to see a copy of the contract between JXIE/H&Nand U.S. Ocean-

ograp~~yand have been unnble to see one, I would like tQ know what percentage

of tbe U.S, Cc@n.no~raphycontract budget is being charged to the Brookhaven

National Laboratory Marshall Isl_ar-IdsMedical Program and if any penalty clauses

were written into that contract.

Since I w~s aware that Mr. C. Ottermn was a flamboyant entrepreneur

who liked to wine and di]]eand otherwise entertain his prospective clients -

I informed Ib.rry Brown that I wanted to keep our dealings (H.S.P. and C.O.)

on a strict.lvlnsiness level, I would accept~ gifts from Chuck CMterman,--.<

I hope that other DE personnel have been able to ~esist

of “hospitality”,

As I infprmsd Karry

but I do not respect his

Wok-n, I respect Mr. Otterman’s

methods of operation.

his charming offers

accomplishments,

Hugh S. Pratt, M.D.
Director - Marshall Island Project
Erookhaven National Laboratory
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2. >hip-Safety iL.&sX.ti - q

.. 14
A. Throughout the entire cruise, no organizdd safety drill or in-

+

struction was given by the ship. We were not informed where the life vests

were stored or how to use the life rafts. (Many of the medical party were

weak or non-swimmer%.)

B.

area.

c.

There were= fire extinguishers in the medical party berthing

~ from the berthing area was through one hatch, leading

forward through a high hazard area, i.e. the x-ray and laboratory areas (con-

taining inflammable chticals and high voltage) - thenup a ladder and aft into

the well deck. A second hatch leading aft went through a cluttered machine

shop, into the battery room with no egress.,

~T.-~

D. The water tight hatch controlling the medical berthing area had

no latch. When trying to pass through the hatch in high seas, the heavy hatch

swung violently. A piece of cord was finally tied to the hatch to keep it

open.

E. The outboard passageways, both port and starboard, on the main

deck level required climbing over a totally exposed - fore and aft ladder

with ~ safety lines.

rolling and pitching,

and never have missed

Since our passage was in heavy weather with severe

we could easily have lost one of our party over the side

them. (see pictures)

F. From a health standpoint, the berthing area was inadequate. Dr.

Pratt’s bunk was under the air conditioner unit and throughout the first night

he was drenched by ice cold water, two to four ounces about every hour (as the

condensation pan would overflow). In addition, Dr. Nicoloff complained re-

peatedly about the “stagnant air in the berthing compartment”. The medical

team was either freezing or too hot.
/(

3. Crew d

me: This information is confidential for IXIEeyes only. The in-
formants state they will be fired if this information gets back to

5 [)5 I ~ ~!;j ~rr.Otteman. )


